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Across AMERICA, PEOPLE ARE DISCOVERING 
SOMETHING WONDERFUL. THEIR HERITAGE 


Arcadia Publishing is the leading local history publisher in the Uni 
With more than 3,000 titles in print and hundreds of ne 


ted States 
W titles released 

year, Arcadia has extensive specialized experience chronicling the history of 
s, bringing to life the People 


history of other communities 


communities and celebrating America’s hidden storie 
places, and events from the past. To discover the 


across the nation, please visit: 
www.arcadiapublishing.com 
Customized search tools allow you to find regional history books about the town 


where you grew up, the cities where your friends and family live, the town where 


your parents met, or even that retirement spot you've been dreaming about. 


eS Placentia is part of the vast suburban ( Jrange County sprawl 
that extends eastward from Los Angeles into Southern California's 
“inland Empire.” This landscape of homes and shopping centers was 
windswept wilderness until a Mexican land grant helped transform 
a into ranches that dryfarmed hay and irrigated fruits and vegetables. 
The arrival of the Valencia orange and the discx wery of oil reshaped 
the future of Placentia again as groves and derricks covered the land in 
the first half of the 20th century. The railroad also arrived, followed by 
more oi] discovery to the east and the coming of laborers of Mexican 
heritage, who formed a community to the south. Schools, churches, 
and cic buildings remained ancillary to the predominansly agrarian 
society and coonomy that existed through the World War Il era. 
The Placentia Historical Commitee is an official group formed 
by the Cay of Placentia in 1985 to advise its government on matters 
of understanding, preserving, and celebrating the city’s history. The 
commanee, led by longtime residents Jeanette Gardner and Lawrence 
de Graaf, organized the city’s aschives imo this nostalgic window on 
Placentia’s past, to a time when Orange County truly reflected as name. 
The Images of America series celebrates the history of 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities across the country. Using aschaval 


photographs, each ute presents the distinctive stories from the past 
that shape the charactes of the community today. Ascadia is proud 
to play a part an the peesesvation of local heritage, making history 


available wo alll 
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